MAiSTRiAn THeMeS in WALTeR BenjAMin'S SocioLoGy
Ryohei Kageura introduction 1 The aim of this article is to shed some light on joseph de Maistre's influence on Walter Benjamin . This is not an easy task, because the latter never devoted any work to the former. However, in his essay Das Paris des Second Empire bei Baudelaire (1938) , Benjamin mentions Maistre as such: "Belief in original sin protected him [Baudelaire] from believing in the knowledge of human nature. He shared this opinion with joseph de Maistre, who, for his part, had united the study of dogma with that of Bacon. " 2 This tells us that Benjamin had at least read one of Maistre's most important works: L' examen de la philosophie de Bacon. it can be said that Benjamin was directly influenced by this work, because Maistre's anti-Baconian idea is a key element of his text on Baudelaire (as we will see in the following section). now, in 1938, the same year in which he wrote his essay on Baudelaire, Benjamin cited Maistre in a personal letter to his friend Gershom Scholem: "There is no one, says joseph de Maistre, who cannot be won over by moderating his advice. "
3 He wrote this letter on 12 june 1938, while he was composing his essay on Baudelaire from April to the end of September in the same year. The letter enables us to assume that, in 1938, Benjamin was endeavouring to read Maistre's works in order to write his essay on Baudelaire.
Moreover 5 This also means that this is the way Benjamin understands joseph de Maistre. in other words, for Benjamin, Maistre's work consisted in interpreting modern things in a theological way. From this, one could say that Benjamin was interested in Maistre, despite being a Marxist who hoped for the Revolution, because the axis of his thought is to elucidate the theological in modernity.
The relationship between modernity and theology is the central interest in Benjamin's own reflections. Here, the question concerns the loss of theological authority in modernity and of the theological solution to this loss. in Erfahrung und Armut (1933) , he emphasises the impoverishment of the experience of modern men. experience is a key notion that appears in his many works and that he sees as being related to the concepts of religious authority and intersubjectivity. Technological progress deprives the catholic church of authority and since Kant the idea of the enlightenment has separated religious knowledge from the subject of knowledge (noumenon).
6 in addition, according to Benjamin, the First World War declared that technological progress managed to annihilate experience insofar as experience is linked to religion and truth. Benjamin describes the phenomena that occurred after the war in this way:
This frightful deployment of technology plunged men into a totally new poverty. The reverse side of this was the oppressing profusion of ideas that was created among people (or rather: that spread through them):
